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Wall Tree Conservation

Local wall trees are vulnerable to being torn down as a result of unsustainable
development. There are no laws or plans to conserve wall trees. Hectic pace of
development offer an excuse for sloppy planned projects and the trees are like
candles in the wind.

Some wall trees such as those in Bonham Street (near Centre Street) and King
George V Memorial Park are listed in the Register of Old and Valuable Trees.
They are protected, in theory at least, by the Leisure and Cultural Services De-
partment. Wall trees that are left out of the Register are by no means unworthy
of protection, like the now famous trees outside the former police quarters in
Hollywood Road, Ship Street in Wanchai near Nam Koo Terrace and Forbes
Street in Kennedy Town.

Reasons for protecting wall trees:

* Many wall trees has been living for several decades, most of them are native
species. They proffer shades to the cramped, hillside communities.

e Wall trees flourish from the joints, unattended, just like the can-do spirit of
Hong Kong people. The disappearance of wall trees means the demise of
another symbol for the Hong Kong spirit.

* Wall trees bring together the unique forms of natural vegetation and man-made
structures. It is a sheer coincidence of early artisanship and natural environ-
ment. They are the living witnesses of the early history of Hong Kong.

* Wall trees consist of various species and most of them native. The rich bio-
diversity is beyond doubt and is important to greening as well as ecological
research.
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Magnificent wall trees along Forbes Street.
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