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10 Years of Ecotourism and 1st Rate Water in Wanlu Lake
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Situated at He Yuan City in Guangdong Province, Wanlu Lake supplies Hong Kong people
with millions of tons of potable water each year. Because of this, development in the city
was highly restricted, no polluting industry can be set up in the area, people there have very
limited means to improve their living standards. Fortunately in 1995 the city began to de-
velop ecotourism, which became the driver of the economy. Commendably the water qual-
ity remains National Surface Water Quality Standard Class I through out all these years.

This year the Wanlu Lake Holiday and Tourism Scenic Area celebrates its 10-year anniver-
sary. CA was invited to participate in the ceremony held on 17 September. We appreciated
that the perseverance of the officials of He Yuen City and Guangdong Province in devel-
oping ecotourism. Ecotourism is not like mass tourism. Revenue generated from a large-
scale tourist attraction such as Disneyland can double or triple in the initial two or three
years. Ecotourism may not grow exponentially, but it is a sustainable growth.

He Yuen City has done a lot to ensure that growth of tourism does not impair the water
quality of Wanlu Lake, including: no accommodation on the islands in the lake; the cement
plant, which may be a potential source of pollution, was closed down; speedboats on the
lakes are powered by LPG.

CA is always concerned about the development of He Yuan, and keeps giving advice to
the officials. CA co-organized a tree planting campaign with Dong Yuen County as early
as 1998. No less than 22 000 saplings were planted. The local government is responsible
for the maintainable of the trees and they can be cut down only after 25 years provided
the same number of trees with equal ecological value are replanted. Water source can only
be protected if there is enough vegetation; by planting trees in He Yuan, we are protecting
our source water. Water in Wanlu Lake ranked Class I all these years is the best proof that
what CA did and said was right.

What is worrying is that a coal fire power plant 20km from He Yuan is being planned. And
a Hong Kong company owns 40 percent of the power plant. CA will keep an eye on the
matter and try to prevent the plant from polluting the environment, which means the end
of He Yuan’s development.

Wanlu Lake was built in 1958 and was called Xinfengjiang reservoir area at the time. It was
renamed Wanlu Lake in 1995. The scenic area is 1 100 km? large, the surface area of the
lake 370 km?* with a capacity of 13.9 billion m?. It is the third largest artificial reservoir in
China. Wanlu Lake is a National AAAA Attraction.
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